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FOREST HILLS SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2013 —2016

g VISION

Forest Hills School students will become successful,
productive citizens fulfilling their passions in life as part of
an ever-changing world.
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MISSION

Forest Hills School Builds Inclusion,
Capacity, and Learning Communities.

N

Y,

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe

Core improvement goals:

1. Improve achievement in language, mathematical literacies

2. Improve learning environments and instructional practices (research learning) to ensure inclusive

21st century education
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Improve achievement in language literacy

LANGUAGE LITERACY: all
students will acquire skills
necessary to interpret,
process, and use
information from a
variety of visual, print,
digital and oral texts, and
to communicate
effectively in society

Data and Literature Re

Provincial assessment data
District benchmark data
hool target data

’ assessment data

Define

Learn

Promote

Literacy is essential to understanding the world and to participating fully
as citizens. Reading and writing are significant learning tools; however,
literacy goes beyond these foundational skills to include communicative,
critical and high order thinking skills. It is essential that we support all
students to acquire the knowledge, skill and stamina to understand,
interpret, evaluate and produce a variety of texts and to achieve a
suitable level of literacy in two official languages.

Forest Hills School community is committed to using a variety of texts that are
culturally diverse and multileveled to meet the needs of the inclusionary
classroom. FHS community recognizes the unique learning styles of each
student and is committed to helping students realize their full potential through the
Universal Design for learning approach. FHS community will employ strategies to
provide literacy instruction across subject areas so each student benefits from a
connected and collaborative approach.

Forest Hills School community will take collaborative action to enable all
students to become reflective, articulate, literate individuals. This will be
done through a UDL approach to learning, common planning time,
flexible instructional grouping and innovative instruction.
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Improve achievement in mathematical literacies

In a world in which citizens are expected to solve complex
problems, to manage and process relevant information and to

comprehend mathematical and scientific texts, it is important to

MATHEMATICAL and
SCIENTIFIC Deﬁne ensure students have the knowledge, skills, and strategies to
LITERACIES: all confidently apply mathematics and science to everyday life

students will acquire situations.
essential mathematical,

technological, and inquiry
skills, and will understand

core ideas to effectively Forest Hills School is committed to promoting numeracy and scientific
apply knowledge and inquiry as part of daily life in a changing world. Initiatives will build the
solve problems in real confidence and competence to promote and instruct numeracy and
contexts, and Learn scientific literacy across subject areas so everyone benefits from a

SOMIMIMIEER FEIIENS. strategic, connected and collaborative approach within the Forest Hills
community.

Data and Literature Re ; ; :
Forest Hills School will foster the development of mathematical and

scientific literacies in students to enable them to fully participate in society.

Promote Th.roughout the school day and across curricular areas, actions Wi||' pe taken
to identify and promote current, real-world, and hands-on opportunities to
engage in numerical and scientific literacies.

Provincial assessment data

District benchmark data

hool target data

’ assessment data
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Improve learning environments and instructional practices (research learning) to ensure inclusive 21°

century education

LEARNING

ENVIRONMENTS and

INSTRUCTIONAL School success has a significant impact on quality of life and economic well-
PRACTICES: all students being. To this end, it is important to recognize the impact of designing

will experience an environments and instruction to respect, engage, and support each student to
environment in which their Deﬁne succeed. All levels of schooling play a significant role. FHS creates an
interests and strengths are emotionally and physically safe community where all children belong and are
recognized. They will be engaged in meaningful learning.

surrounded by adults who
genuinely believe they are
able to achieve and who will
design safe and inclusive
environments to enable this
to happen and attend to the
importance of transitions

Forest Hills School is committed to reviewing and revising policies and
practices pertaining to learning environments, instruction and organizational

into, throughout, and out of structures to meet the needs of our students as they become successful,
school. productive citizens fulfilling their passions in life as part of an ever-changing
Learn world.

@a and Literature Re

Policy 322

Forest Hills School community works with each student, their families, and
outside agencies to ensure transitions into, throughout, and out of school to
NBACL Survey Data for FHS Promote support guccesg. FHS community impelments PLWEP, Behavi.our. .
e Intervention, Universal Design for ITearnl.n.g, fosterlng cc_)mmunl_catlon with
home, and PALS to strengthen their positive and inclusive environment.

Surviving or Thriving
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Targets based on J-curve Learning-for-all Model- all students have equal opportunity to master skills over time. The variable among students is that all
may not reach each skill set at pre-determined times. For example, if we represent skills beginning with kindergarten and ending with a doctorate degree,

the key component to accelerating achievement over time would be determined by the mastery of essential curriculum. (ASQ Higher Education Brief, Nov., 2009)

Ta rgets to meet by 2016 By the end of the 2013-2014 school year, Forest Hills School will develop the benchmark assessments needed

from K-8 to support the targets which commence in September 2014.

Goal Target
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