Phonological Awareness

The following pages are examples of the 15 components that your child will learn and be tested on during kindergarten.  It is expected that your child will be able to master these components by January to ensure readiness for reading.

1.  Word Awareness - Clapping words in a sentence.  Read the short sentences.  Have the student repeat the sentence and hold up a finger for every word.

Example:
This is my dog. (4 fingers)



That book was really good. (5 fingers)

1. That was fast. (3)

2. The dog can run fast. (5)

3. I like to sing songs. (5)

4. I like to write stories. (5)

5. The ball is bouncing. (4)

2.  Syllable Awareness – Clapping syllables.  Have the student say the following words slowly after you.  Ask the student to clap one time for each syllable in the word.

Example:
window:  win – dow (2 claps)



alligator:  al – li – ga – tor (4 claps)

1.  wagon (2)
2.  watermelon (4)

3.  fish (1)

4.  doorbell (2)

5.  whale (1)

6.  banana (3)

3.  Blending Spoken Syllables – Say the word, pausing between each syllable.  Ask the student to state the word.
Example:  child – ren (children)



pur –ple (purple)

el-e-phant


rab-bit

yawn-ing

thund-der


mon-key

chim-ney

croc-o-dile

rock-ing

cray-on

mark-er


kit-ten

bea-ver

light-ning


marsh-mal-low

4.  Manipulating Syllables – Say the word to the student.  Ask the student to tell you what part is left if one part (syllable) is removed.

Example:  Say the word “cupcake”.  Ask the student to say it without “cup” and they say “cake”.

   You say

Student says
     You say

Student says
1.  playing
  
w/o “ing”

11. airplane
w/o air

2.  chapstick
w/o chap

12. sandpail
w/o sand
3.  baseball
w/o ball

13. cowboy
w/o boy

4.  housecoat
w/o house

14. sleeping
w/o ing

5.  groundhog
w/o ground
15. football
w/o foot

6.  swimming
w/o ing

16. dollhouse
w/o doll

7.  crayon

w/o cray

17. mailman
w/o mail

8.  marker

w/o er

18. starfish

w/o fish

9.  mountain
w/o moun

19. stopwatch

w/o stop

10. cupcake
w/o cup

20. schoolhouse
w/o house

5.  Rhyme Awareness - Recognizing when two words rhyme. Ask students if two words rhyme.

Example:   Ask if “book” and “look” rhyme?
Yes



Ask if
“soap” and “sun” rhyme?

No

1.  fish – dish

yes

11.  small – hall

yes

2.  rat – mat

yes

12.  gate – goose
no

3.  ran – hill

no

13.  go – so

yes

4.  rake – lake

yes

14.  boot – shoe

no

5.  bird – dog

no

15.  hose – nose

yes

6.  bus – fuss

yes

16.  chair – hair

yes

7.  play – stay

yes

17.  sun – moon

no

8.  snake – tree

no

18.  road – path

no

9.  rain – pain

yes

19.  goat – coat

yes

10. snow – row

yes

20.  toe – no

yes

6.  Producing Rhyming Words – Ask the student to say another word that would rhyme with the ones given.  Nonsense words are acceptable providing the rhyme is followed.

Example:  small, ball, ….(hall)


wish, dish, … (fish)

1.  cat, hat, …



6.  bake, rake, …

2.  park, bark, …


7.  dog, log, …

3.  pig, wig, …



8.  bill, hill, …

4.  sky, pie, …



9.  bat, sat, …

5.  ran, can, …



10. bear, chair, …

7.  Blending the Onset and Rime

Ask the student to guess the secret word.  Say the following words, pausing between the onset and rime.

Example:   ch – air      (chair)



g  – oat 
(goat)


1.  b-aot

(boat
)
     
     2.
f – ish

(fish)


3.  sw –eet

(sweet)          
     4.
r – ub

(rub)


5.  c – at

(cat)


     6.
r – ush

(rush)


7.  dr – ink

(drink)
     
     8. 
sp – lash
(splash)


9.  ch – ew

(chew)
   
   10.  cl – imb
(climb)

8 a.  Identify words that begin with the same sound.
Ask the student if the following words start with the same sound.

Example:  Say:  Do “car” and “brush”  start with the same sound?   (no)



      Do “boot” and “ book”  start with the same sound?  (yes)  

1.
“make”  and “moon”
(yes)

2.
“sun” and “run”
  (no)

3.
“happy” and “house”    (yes)

4.
“fat” and “cat”
  (no)

5.
“tent” and “bill”

(no)

6.
“map” and “mom” (yes)     

7.
“ball” and “ rat”

(no)

8.
“cub” and “cap”   (yes)

9.
“sing” and “long”             (no)
         10.
“wig” and “pig”    
(no)

8b.  Produce words that begin with the same sound.

Ask the student to say a word that starts with the same sound as the one you are saying.

Example:  Say:
Tell me a word that starts like sun.



Tell me a word that starts like boy.

1.     flag
   2.    worm
        3.  funny         4.    skip    
  5.   bike

6.     lion
   7.    jeep
        8.  pack          9.   apple      10.   monkey  

9.  Isolating Beginning Sounds.
Say each word.  Have the student repeat the word and say the first  sound he/she hears in the word.

Example:  I am going to say a word and I want you to tell me the first sound that you hear. 

 bat  You say it.  (bat)  What is the first sound that you hear ?  [ / b /]

happy  You say it (happy)  What is the first sound that you hear? [ / h /] 

1.     seal     / s /   
2.    warm
/ w /      3.  funny     / f /      4.    hike     / h /

5.    look  / l /
6.     ramp
/ r /
   7.   jam 
/ j /        8.  back   / b /

9.   stick  / s /         10.   blanket  / b/      11.  pillow   / p /      12.  white  / w /

10.  Isolating Final Sounds

Say each word.  Have the student repeat the word and say the last  sound he/she hears in the word.

Example:  I am going to say a word and I want you to tell me the last sound that you hear. 

 home  You say it.  (home)  What is the first sound that you hear ?  [ / h /]

  sat  You say it (sat)  What is the first sound that you hear? [/ t /] 

1.     peal     / l /   
2.    keep
/ p /      3.  funny     / e /      4.    time     / m /

5.    cook  / k /
6.     lamp
/ p /
   7.   bam 
/ m /        8.  Jack   / k /

9.   pears  / s /       10.    rain   /n/           11.  willow   / w /      12.  red  / d /

11. Blending Sounds  
Say the following words, pausing between each sound.  Ask the student to identify the mystery word.

Example:  I’m going to say a word slowly.  I want you to tell me what the word is that I am saying.     





n – o      (no)

      d – o - g   (dog)



1.  b – oy
(boy)

  2.  h –e    (he)
        3.  sl – ee – p (sleep)


4.  p – ie        (pie)               5. s –i- ck   (sick)
        6.  d – ir – t     (dirt)

7.  r -u- b
(rub)

  8. s-o-ck-s 
(socks)       9.  dr-op-s   (drops)


12. Segmenting Sounds
Ask the student to tell you each sound in the following words.

Example:  I want you to stretch these words out so you can hear each sound.  

    If I say “go” you would say “ /g/ - /o /”. Now you try it.  Dog (d/-/o/-g)
   1.  boo       /b/ -/oo/                 2.  hay  /h/ - /ay/
        
      3.  cat   /c/- /a/ - /t/ 

   4.  meat     /m/-/ea/-t/             5. sick   /s/-/i/-/ck/
                 6.  bake  - /b/-/a/ -/k/
   7.  say    /s/-/ay/                        8.  socks  /s/-/o/-/ck/-/s/      9.  cub    /c/-/u/-/b/               

13. Manipulating Beginning Sounds
Tell the student a word then ask him/her to change the beginning sound and tell you the new word.
Example:  Say, “Say boat (child says boat) Then say “Change the /b/ to /k/”.  What is the new word that you get?  …  coat

Say, “Say map (child says map) Then say “Change the /m/ to /t/”.  What is the new word that you get?  …  tap



wig
        Change / w / to / p  /         [pig ]


hook
        Change / h / to / l  /          [look ]


ring
        Change / r / to / s  /        [sing ]


cub           Change / c / to / r  /         [rub ]


meat         Change / m / to / b  /       [beat]

14.   Manipulating Final Sounds
Tell the student a word then ask him/her to change the final sound and tell you the new word.
Example:  Say, “Say map (child says map) Then say “Change the /p/ to /t/”.  What is the new word that you get?  …  mat

Say, “Say tip (child says tip) Then say “Change the /p/ to /ck/”.  What is the new word that you get?  …  tick



bake
        Change / k / to / t  /         [bate ]


cub
        Change / b / to / p  /       [cup ]


bed
        Change / d / to / t  /        [bet]


mouse       Change / s / to / th /        [mouth]


heat         Change / t / to / p  /         [heap]
15.   Manipulating Middle Sounds
Tell the student a word then ask him/her to change the middle sound and tell you the new word.
Example:  Say, “Say leaf (child says leaf) Then say “Change the /e/ to /i/”.  What is the new word that you get?  …  life

Say, “Say cup (child says cup) Then say “Change the /u/ to /a/”.  What is the new word that you get?  …  cap



bake
        Change / a / to / i  /         [bike ]


cub
        Change / u / to / a  /       [cab ]


bed
        Change / e / to / a  /       [bad]


hot             Change / o / to / u /        [hut]


sled            Change / e / to / i  /         [slide]
