Parent Tip
“Doubles”

The next mental math strategy that your child has learned is “Doubles”.  
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Meet “Spiderman”

At school, we are using flash cards with the images below to help your child remember the doubles fact.  For example, when they see 4 + 4, they should think of a spider with 4 legs on one side and 4 legs on the other side for a total of 8; thus, 4 + 4 = 8.  

	For 1 + 1, think [image: image1.wmf] 1 ear + 1 ear = 2

	For 2 + 2, think  [image: image2.jpg]


2 legs + 2 arms = 4

	For 3 + 3, think [image: image3.wmf]3 legs on one side + 3 legs on the other side = 6

	            For 4 + 4, think [image: image4.wmf] 4 legs on one side + 4 legs on the other side = 8

	For 5 + 5, think [image: image5.wmf] 5 fingers + 5 fingers = 10


	      For 6 + 6, think [image: image6.wmf]6 eggs in one row + 6 eggs in the other row = 12

	For 7 + 7, think [image: image7.png]


 7 days in one week + 7 days in another week = 14

	      For 8 + 8, think [image: image8.jpg]ﬁ.@?/



 8 crayons in one row + 8 crayons in the second row = 16


	      For 9 + 9, think [image: image9.png]


 9 wheels on one side + 9 wheels on the other side = 18

	For 10 + 10, think 10 fingers [image: image10.jpg]


+ 10 toes [image: image11.wmf] = 20
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Spiderman has spider-like abilities.  A spider has 4 legs on one side of its body and 4 legs on the other. This is a doubles fact (4+4=8 legs). We use Spiderman to help us remember our doubles facts. 











