Native Studies 120 – Contact

Several different groups of people made contact with the Maritimes’ First Nation population, including:

The Norse, Fishermen (Basque and other), and European explorers
The Norse
· Not fierce raiders in search of pillage and plunder.
· A relatively peaceful expansion of livestock farmers across the North Atlantic  

· About 1000/1100 A.D., Norse sailors ("Vikings") from Greenland settled in the northern part of what is now the island of Newfoundland in a place that has come to be known as L'Anse aux Meadows.
· Leif Erikson was the most famous Viking to make this journey
· Norse legends tell us that after settling down and living in peace with the Beothuk, the Norse ended up fighting them and were forced to leave. 

Basque, Portuguese and Other Fishermen (there were so many that the 16th Century is sometimes referred to as the era of the “International Fishery”):

· Arrived during the early 1500’s
· Came to fish cod and hunt whales

· Established fishing huts ashore where they would dry their catch and even trade for furs with the Mi’kmaq and Wolastoqiyik.

· Underwater archeologists have discovered several well-preserved fishing vessels in the waters off Labrador. 
John Cabot

· Of Italian descent but sailed on behalf of England
· Was seeking a trade route to Asia when he stumbled upon the Maritimes
· His first voyage was actually in 1497 but he is thought to only have stayed for hours; just long enough to capture three Mi’kmaq hostages
· Returned again - briefly - and was never seen again (many believe he was lost at sea)
Jacques Cartier

· Explorer on behalf of France during the early 1500s
· France would use his explorations as the basis for their claim to the Canadian Maritimes.
· Moved further inland around the area of the Bay of Gaspe
By 1534 the Mi’maq had grown so accustomed to trading with the Europeans that when the French explorer, Jacques Cartier, dropped anchor in Chaleur Bay, he suddenly found himself surrounded by hundreds of Mi’kmaw in canoes waving beaver skins. Cartier became alarmed and fired cannon over their heads. The Mi’kmaw quickly retreated, but 300 returned the following day, and Cartier had calmed down enough by then to begin trading with them.
During his visit to the region in 1541, Cartier tried, but failed, to establish a permanent settlement on the St. Lawrence River. The French still had much to learn about survival in a wilderness

Samuel de Champlain

· Sailed on behalf of France

· Made contact with the Maritimes approximately 1604

· Established the first French settlement along the mouth of the St. Croix River, the current boundary between Maine and the New Brunswick

· Half of the exploration party died of scurvy and Champlain and the survivors moved across the Bay of Fundy to Nova Scotia's Annapolis Basin in 1605 (Port Royal)

European settlement did have significant impacts on Wabanaki communities:
[image: image1.wmf]- There was a major demand for furs in Europe, particularly beaver pelts for clothing (beavers had almost become extinct in Europe).

- Wabanaki people wanted the items that the Europeans had to trade, including copper items, guns and ammunition because they were “efficient.”

· Some believe that the Wabanaki agreed to hunt/trade pelts because they felt that they could conserve more animals than the Europeans would have if they were doing the hunting.

[image: image2.wmf]- Often, in exchange for furs, the Europeans traded liquor.
- Before contact, there had been no alcohol – or alcoholism – in Wabanaki communities.

- Some believe that the Europeans promoted the intake of alcohol so that they could manipulate the Wabanaki people. Some English treaty negotiators were known for offering alcohol to Wabanaki people before they signed treaties.
· [image: image3.wmf]Another problem that arose because of contact was the spread of epidemics.
· This devastated the Wabanaki populations in the Maritimes, as immunity to diseases like measles, chicken pox, etc. had not been established (in today’s society, immunity to many of these diseases is passed from mother to child.)

