English 11 Literature Circles - Group Novel Study Assignment

Total Value of Assignment:  Quarter 3 Reading and Representing Product Mark; part of your Writing, Speaking and Listening Product Mark.
Due Date:  ______________________________

General Instructions:

This is a major assignment in grade eleven English.  It is based on the SSR book that you are reading as part of a group everyday in class.  Groups can have as few as two members and as many as five members.  In order for you to complete this assignment in a satisfactory manner, you should begin right away by reading your book everyday in silent reading.  One day a week at least part of class will be reserved for working on the projects as a group.  There are numerous types of projects to choose from on these pages.  They are meant to appeal to the various learning styles and fit into the various marking strands we have discussed in class.  Each section of the project relates to a specific curriculum strand.  This project will count as the PRODUCT mark for the Reading and Representing strands for Quarter 3.  
Work hard every time you get together in class.  The more you accomplish in class the less you will have to do at home.

Remember:  You cannot really start working on the projects until your group has a considerable amount of the novel read.  Make sure you assign a certain number of pages to be read per week in your group.  Any group member who does not keep up with the pace of reading that the group sets should be penalized on their peer evaluation mark.  

Your assignment must be accompanied by a title page containing the following information:

a)  Your names.

b)  My Name.

c)  The due date.

d)  The book’s title and author.

e)  The number of pages in the book.

The project will be divided into two sections – an individual section and a group section.  The following pages contain information, instructions and project selections for each of these sections.
Individual Section:
(The marks in this section are all individual – you will hand in everything from this section separately from the rest of the project.)

Here are the requirements for the Individual Section of the project:

1. You must write a journal entry every time your group meets (one per week - you will probably have 4 or 5 entries in total).  Each journal entry should be at least ½ a page to a page in length and each entry must include the following information:

· How many pages of your book did you read this week?

· Summarize what happened in this section of the novel.

· What was your favorite and least favorite part of this section of your book?

· Identify something from this section of your novel that you did not understand or something that stood out to you for some reason.  Explain why.

· What did your group accomplish during its weekly work period?

· Who was on task in your group and who was not?  Explain why you feel this way?

· Who was absent from your group? 
· What are the challenges your group is facing as you try to complete the project?

· Any other information you would like me to know?

I will also assign a final journal entry topic / self-reflection at the end of the project.  In this entry, you have to discuss the following information:

· Did you like your novel?  Why or why not?

· What was your favorite and least favorite moment in the novel?  Explain your response.

· Who was your favorite and least favorite character in the novel?  Explain your response.

· Have you read other novels from the same genre?  If so, does this novel compare favorably or unfavorably to this/these novel(s)?

· Would you like to read more novels from this genre?  Why or why not?

· Would you recommend this novel to your friends?  Why or why not?

The journals will be collected separately at the end of the project.
2. You will be giving each of your group members a mark based on their performance within the group (journals will be used to justify a high or low mark).  I will be providing you with a rubric for this.  This will be collected with your journal entries at the end of the project.
3. You will be required to ask questions within your group and to actively participate within your group every time the group meets.  The quality of your group participation (i.e. did you demonstrate your active listening skills) will determine your mark.  This will count as part of your Speaking and Listening strand product for Quarter 3.  If you are absent on a group day, it will affect your mark in this category!  I will be circulating during group work days to hear your individual contributions to your group.  I will also be requiring your group to record some of your group sessions to demonstrate active listening and active participation – I will provide the I-Pad for this.  I will be giving you a mark based on your class performance and effort during SSR and on group days (Do you read every day in class?  Do you always have your novel in class?  Do you stay on task and contribute to your group on literature circle days?).  Whenever I feel that you are not on task during SSR or during group work days, you will lose marks.  The effort you display during your final project presentation will also factor into this mark.  For example, if your group members all have costumes for your final presentation and you don’t, you will lose marks.  If you are scrambling around on the due date trying to find sections of your project or get organized, you will lose marks.  Stay on task; these marks can disappear very quickly!
4. Each of your group members will be doing a peer evaluation of your performance within the group.  I will take an average of these peer evaluations to determine your mark.
Group Section:
(The projects in this section are all designed to be completed as a group – you will hand in everything from this section separately from the individual section of the project.  All marks on this section will be shared equally among your group members.)

Here are the requirements for the Group Section of the project:

SECTION 1 - Reading Strand:  Respond in writing to any five (5) of the following.  You will be marked based on how well your group demonstrates its understanding of the terms and on how effectively you use specific examples and quotes from the novel to support your definitions.  Each response should be between ½ a page to a page in length.
a) Identify the motivating incident, climax and resolution of your novel.

b) Identify and explain the main theme of your novel.  Was the main theme explicit or implicit?  Also discuss whether or not the story had a moral.
c) Who was the protagonist and who or what was the antagonist?  Was the main character a round or flat character?  Make sure you describe your protagonist in detail.
d) Describe the setting and atmosphere of the novel in detail.

e) Discuss the author’s diction – was it formal?  Colloquial?  Modern?  Also discuss the author’s style – what made his or her writing unique?
f) Discuss how your author used any two of the following literary devices effectively in the novel: irony, satire, foreshadowing, or suspense.

g) Discuss the central conflict in the novel including what type of conflict it was, who it was between, what it was about, and whether or not it was resolved.

SECTION 2 – Writing Strand:  As a group, respond creatively to one of the following creative writing projects.  Your finished writing piece should be at least 3 to 5 pages in length (double spaced typed).  

1. Write a prequel or sequel to your novel.  Try to write in the same style as the author.  You may need to include a paragraph explaining how your prequel or sequel connects to the novel.

2. Create a new ending for your novel.  First, briefly summarize the ending of your novel, then write a new ending.  Finally, explain why you feel your group’s ending is superior to the original.

3. Write a paragraph explaining one or two of the main characters’ roles in the story.  Now write something (a letter, a series of journal entries, an interview, etc.) indicating what has happened to the main character(s) 10 or 20 years after the novel ended.

4. Choose a minor character from your novel.  Write a short paragraph explaining his or her role in the novel.  Now re-write a few of the key scenes from this character’s point of view.  How do these scenes change a result?

5. Create your own creative writing response to some element of your novel.  If you have an idea, make sure your group clears it with me first.
SECTION 3 – Representing Strand:  You must complete ONE of the following projects based on your novel.  You will be marked on categories like: creativity, drawing a clear connection between your creative response and the novel, and the quality / completeness of your written explanation or written script (including quotes and specific examples).
*It is essential that all group members participate in this section of the project.  For example, if your group decides to do a series of drawings, ALL group members must draw.  If your group decides to act out a scene from your novel, ALL group members must act.
**Remember that you will be presenting this section – if you choose to do an artistic response, make sure your drawings, paintings, etc. are large enough (bigger than 8 ½ by 11 paper) for your audience to see.
***Before you present this section at the front of the class, your group will be expected to briefly summarize your novel (do not give away the ending) and explain what you decided to do for your representing piece.

1. Draw or paint a series of illustrations (at least 1 per group member) depicting the major events of the story.  On the back of each of these illustrations label which scene it is and describe it.  Also include a quote and specific examples that help explain or describe the scene.
2. Draw a picture or caricature of the main characters in the novel (at least 1 per group member) and write some of the descriptive quotes (at least 3) you used from the novel to create these pictures.  Also explain why you chose these particular characters to draw.

3. Paint a detailed picture of the main settings of the novel (at least 1 per group member).  On the back describe the setting in a detailed descriptive paragraph.  Include quotes from the novel that describe the setting.
4. Produce a photographic display related to the book (setting, symbols, characters, etc.).  Write about how each picture relates to the novel.  Include quotes from the novel that demonstrate the connection to the photos.
5. Create a detailed 3D model or a sculpture which looks like one of the characters and/or key settings and/or symbols in the book.  Write a detailed descriptive paragraph about the character, setting or symbol showing me where you got your ideas.  Also include quotes from the novel.  Remember that all group members must contribute.
6. Create some detailed dioramas for the key scenes of your novel (at least 1 per group member).  Write an expository paragraph explaining what is going on in the scene and also explain the significance of this scene in terms of plot, character development, theme, etc.  Include quotes from the novel to support the explanation.  Remember that all group members must contribute.
7. Create an artistic project that represents key symbols or images from your novel (at least 1 per group member).  Write a detailed descriptive paragraph explaining the symbols or images and explain why you chose this for your drawing.  Include quotes from the novel to support the explanation.
8. Create a detailed movie poster and movie trailer for your book.  Make sure they contain all of the standard movie poster and movie trailer elements.  You must have quotes from the novel on the poster and all of your group members must appear in the movie trailer.  Remember that all group members must contribute.
9. Prepare a dialogue / script for one of the key episodes or scenes in the novel and present it for the class (should be between 3 to 10 minutes long).  Your script can be funny or serious, but you must stay true to the scene that you are representing.  Once you have written your script, you need to decide how you will present it to the class.  YOU MUST HAND IN A COPY OF YOUR SCRIPT!  All of the scene suggestions below could be presented live or they could be filmed and played for the class.  Costumes, props, and a set are required for this section.  Lights and music are recommended, but not mandatory.  Your scene must be well-organized and well-directed.  In other words, you must be able to demonstrate that your group rehearsed and practiced the skit before it was presented in class.  Before you present, you must explain your scene choice to the class.  Here are some of the performance possibilities:

· Perform a scene from the novel for the class.  You should introduce the scene you will be performing to the class by explaining what has happened in your novel so far to lead to this scene or episode.
· Make a series of puppets to represent the characters from a scene in your novel and put on a puppet show for the class acting out this scene.

· Write and perform a song inspired by your book.

· Conduct a trial of a character for his or her actions.

· Perform a Sesame Street version of a scene from your book for young children.

· Perform a dance routine that represents a scene, character, or emotion from your novel.

· Create a Claymation video or Lego people video representing key scenes from your novel.

· Do a series of tableaux presentations (at least 5) representing key scenes from your novel.

10. Create your own artistic or presentation project.  Make sure it includes all of the key elements from the above projects (quotes, explanation, all group members contribute).  If your group has a project of its own design, make sure you get it approved by me before you start working on it.
I will be providing you with a complete rubric as we get closer to the due date for the project.
Good luck and happy reading!  
