Hamlet Act 1 Assignment
Due Date:  _______________________________
General Instructions: You may work alone on this assignment or with a partner.  To receive an “A Range” grade on Section 1, you will need to completely answer all parts of the question using specific examples and quotes from Act 1 of the play.  To receive an “A Range” grade on Section 2, you will need to creatively demonstrate your understanding of the key themes and plot points of Act 1.

Section 1:  Reading and Writing - Answer one of the following questions:

1. Horatio and Marcellus show their loyalty to Hamlet by swearing not to tell anyone about the appearances of the ghost.  What risks might be involved in being Hamlet’s ally (i.e. what reasons do they have not to follow him)?  From what we have read and learned about Hamlet’s character so far, why do you think they decide to follow him despite the risks?  Be specific.  Would you follow Hamlet if you were in their situation?  Why or why not?  Explain your answer making specific references to the action and events from Act 1 of the play.

OR
2. List and explain three ways that Shakespeare manages to create suspense in Act 1.  Consider specific elements from the play such as setting, atmosphere and foreshadowing as you explain your answer.
OR
3. Choose one symbol or one image that you consider to be the most interesting or the most important so far in the play.  If you choose the symbol, explain what the symbol represents, in your opinion.  If you choose the image, explain what you picture in your head as you read the passage with the imagery and explain why Shakespeare chooses to describe the scene in such detail.  Please quote the passage you chose for either the image or the symbol and make sure you make specific references to events and characters in the play in support of your response.  Also make sure you explain why the image or symbol was so effective. 

Section 2:  Representing - Respond to one of the following creative assignments:

1. Create a poem (14 lines or more) or a short narrative writing piece (1/2 a page to a page) that is inspired by one of the following famous lines from Act 1 (feel free to use your own favorite lines from Act 1 if none of these appeals to you).  Your poem or story does not have to relate directly to the play itself.  Also write a short paragraph explaining how the line inspired you to write the poem.  Make sure you draw specific connections between the line you chose and the poem you wrote.  Be creative!  
Lines:

· “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.”

· “O, that this too too solid flesh would melt.”

· “Frailty, thy name is woman!”

· “There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio / Than are dreamt of in your   

  philosophy.”

· “The time is out of joint.”

· “Neither a borrower nor a lender be.”

· “What a piece of work is man.”
OR

2. Take one of the famous lines mentioned above and create an artistic representation (drawing, collage, painting, etc.) to demonstrate your understanding of the line.  Write a short paragraph explaining why you chose to create what you did to represent the line.

OR

3. You are a writer for a tabloid newspaper.  Write an article about the strange happenings at the castle in Elsinore.  Make sure you include all of the typical tabloid article elements such as:  interviews with people somewhat associated with the story, photographs (or drawings) of key people or events, outlandish claims, and strange conclusions.  You will be marked on the effectiveness of your writing, the creativity of your writing / format and the style of your article. 

