Possible Debate Topics – English 11 - 2016
1. Euthanasia / assisted suicide – should these be legal in Canada?
2. Teens being tried as adults in court – should this be allowed?
3. Internet censorship – should the Internet be free from government interference?
4. Shale gas exploration – the fight between economics and the environment
5. Stem cell research / biologics – are these good for society?
6. Should tanning beds be banned for anyone under the age of 19?

7. Should parents lie to their kids?
8. Should Internet access be considered a human right?

9. Should marijuana be legalized?
10. Should prostitution be legalized?
11. Are we wasting our natural resources?
12. Is it the government’s responsibility to look after all people within its borders?

13. Has political correctness gone too far?
14. Capital punishment in Canada – yes or no?
15. Should naming your child something ridiculous be considered child abuse?

16. Should assigned literature be banned in high school?

17. Abortion

18. Radical feminism – is this good or bad for society?

19. Gun control laws – does Canada / the U.S. need more or fewer laws?
20. Stand your ground laws – should these be allowed?
21. Should people who ignore their own health be given free health care?

22. Is all publicity good publicity?

23. Nature versus nurture – which one plays the biggest role in our development?
24. Are professional athletes paid too much?

25. Sex education in schools – when should it begin?  How graphic should it be?  Should sex education even exist in schools?
26. Vegetarians – are they better than meat eaters?
27. Did the world do a good or bad job of responding to the Ebola crisis?
28. Should Canada be fighting Isis?
29. Should immunizations for children be mandatory?
30. Canada’s healthcare system – should it be free for everybody?
31. Child poverty in NB – should this be government’s # 1 priority?
32. Illiteracy in NB – should students who cannot read at a high school level be able to graduate?
33. Concussions in sports / should fighting be banned in hockey?
34. Donating blood or organs – should either or both of these be mandatory? 



35. Zero tolerance policies – do they work?
36. The importance of voting – should it be mandatory?



37. School uniforms / dress codes – good or bad?
38. Privacy versus security – which is more important?
39. Violence in video games / explicit lyrics or content in music videos – do these harm children / teenagers?
40. School music programs versus sports programs – which are more important?
41. Is space travel worth the money we spend on it?
42. Should Canada spend more money on defense or education?
43. Should Canada spend more money on homelessness in Canada or on aid to other countries?
44. Which is a bigger world problem – the lack of oil or the lack of clean drinking water?
45. Which is a bigger world problem – the environment or terrorism?
46. Should animals be used to test new products and new drugs?
47. Should young children be allowed to enter beauty pageants?
48. Should public schools be divided along gender lines (i.e. all boys schools and all girls schools)?
49. Are drinking and driving laws too lenient?
50. Do body images (as portrayed in the media) lead to eating disorders?
51. Are athletes and/or celebrities overpaid?
52. Are men and women truly equal in our modern society?
53. No smoking laws in public places / e-cigarettes



54. Year round school – good or bad idea?
55. Do MMA events promote violence in society?
