
Addition Strategies for Basic Facts 

Counting On:  Use this strategy when adding 1, 2, or 3 to a number. (ex) 3+2, 4 +3 

Adding 1:  The answer is always the next number (ex) 4 +1 = 5 

Adding 0:  The answer is always the number you are adding to 0 (ex) 6 + 0 =6 

Doubles:  Adding the same number (ex) 4 + 4 = 8, 7 + 7 = 14 

Doubles +1/+2/-1/-2:  addends that are neighbors and you can use a double to help solve  

 (ex) 7 + 8, think 7 + 7 = 14 plus one more is 15. 

Making 10 facts:  Numbers that add to make ten  

 (ex) 1 and 9, 2 and 8, 3 and 7, 4 and 6, 5 and 5 

Making a 10 to add 7, 8, 9: Breaking up an addend to make a 10 to add  

      (ex) 9 + 8, think 9 + 1 is 10 so 10 + 7 is 17. 
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