Situational Irony - a situation where the outcome is 





inconsistent with what is expected
Verbal Irony - saying the opposite of what you mean

Sarcasm - saying the opposite of what you mean with a tone 


of contempt

Understatement - a type of irony in which the author states 




LESS about a situation than you expected

Imagery - writing that appeals to the reader’s senses (you 


can see it, smell it, hear it, feel it, or taste it)

Suspense – the feeling of anticipation that is created in regard to upcoming events
Flashback – a reference to a previous event in order to clarify a present situation

Catharsis
- the process of releasing, and thereby providing relief from, strong or repressed emotions

1. How does this story serve as an example of catharsis?

2. Summarize the reasons the narrator gives for his opposition to the Vietnam war (p. 71).

3. Why does he think he should not have to go to war? (p. 72)

4. The narrator’s job at the Armour Meat Factory in some ways anticipates the experience of fighting in Vietnam.  How?  Why might the author have included the graphic descriptions of the slaughterhouse?  (p. 72 – 73)
5. The author uses metaphor/simile to explain how the narrator feels. Find and quote an example of this technique whereby feelings are made understandable through metaphor.

6. It can be argued that Elroy serves as a mirror for the narrator. Defend this argument.

7. As you read, keep a list of phrases / sentences that refer to matters of morality.  (You will use these in an assignment tomorrow.)


