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Essay Checklist

Before you submit your essay, use this checklist to ensure your essay meets the requirements.  If you can confirm that you have accomplished each of the following writing tasks, then you are ready to submit your essay.  If not, then you may need to revisit your essay to make improvements.

· a focused and meaningful title  
· introduction

· opening hook
· direction given for the essay

· thesis
· thesis

· answers the “So What?” or “Why?” question

· specific and focused

· does more than state the obvious

· fresh and original

· paragraphs (body)
· topic sentence introduces the point of each paragraph

· focus is on one idea per paragraph
· at least five sentences in length

· proof of the thesis

· supporting quotations (for each major point)

· transitions

· connection between each paragraph

· regular reminders of the thesis

· repetition of a key word

· connecting words

· conclusion

· thesis statement revisited
· summary of major points

· no new info, but something to think about

· bibliography in most current MLA format
· formal and precise language (no “I”, no contractions, no slang / colloquialisms)

· consistent verb tense
· authoritative voice

· text titles - italicize or quotation marks (depending on text requirements)

· proper format – MLA
· attach the rubric
