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Vincent Massey Elementary School

Share, Grow, Succeed
Partager, Grandir, Réussir

166 Frederick Street, St. Andrews, NB   E5B 1Z7

Tel: (506) 529-5011             Fax: (506) 529-5099 
________________________________________________________________
Home & School Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 20 @ 6:30pm
Start Time: 6:30pm
In attendance: Debra, Giselle, Lesley, Renata
President: Kathy
Minutes: 

Next Meeting:  April 24th, 6:30
Information Items (only discussed if questions)
· Report cards go home Monday

· Parent teacher interviews Thursday, March 30 and Friday, March 31. Sign up electronically or by phoning the school.
· French Immersion survey to see if we have enough numbers for grade 1 has been completed and forwarded to DO for decision making.
Discussion Items
1. Introductions & Welcome - Kathy
2. Business arising from minutes( action items from last meeting)- Kathy
a) Giselle will ask Lacresha if we can get 10-15 more pounds of lobster- will be completed during next fishing season
b) Jenny will give Deb a poster for Sip ‘N Paint and Deb will make poster to send home in agendas- done
c) Jenny will contact Katie and Caleigh regarding supplies and date for Sip ‘N Paint -done
d) Giselle will contact Tiffany regarding Touch a Truck- done
e) Jenny will contact Brad Henderson regarding animals for Touch a Truck-?
f) Kathy will email 98.1 for Touch a Truck-there is a $200+ cost 
g) Lesley will contact Kurt regarding coming to our next meeting to discuss Walking School Bus-done
h) Lesley will email poster to Deb for Kids Have Stress Too-done
i) Lesley will book the gym for Sip ‘N Paint-done
j) Kathy will contact Traci Anderson regarding fluoride-done

k) Kathy will send an email to get volunteers for Smoothies-done

l) Lesley sent a request for Kleenex- Cathy ordered some to be delivered to the school. 

m) Charlotte County GM Drive-a-thon - is doing a test drive for a car and donations will be made to the school. This will happen on  May 13th 
1. Treasurer’s Report – Debra

a) $6445.66 current balance ( last meeting balance)
· Current balance $67733.53
· Money in:

i. Paint a palooza profit was $225

ii. Goldrush we will have two cheques $245.50 

· Money Out

i. Teacher Appreciation $211.23

ii. Popcorn $24.53

iii. Source One $201.60

iv. Skating

v. Bus (skating)

2. New Business ( Discussion Items) - Kathy
A) Review of existing programs:
· Popcorn: 
i. All good
· Snacks: 
· Fluoride: 
i. All good

· GOLDRUSH:
· Skating: all finished
· Lobster roll/seafood festival:
· Paint-a-Palooza:
i. We had 11 pairs of adult/student

ii. We made $330, minus $105 for canvas and we had a grant for food. Profit was $225

iii. It did start off slow in Blacks as well, and picked up after the first session

iv. Michaels has canvas for cheaper price for future events

v. Volunteers could make cookies and add veggie tray for cheaper food cost

vi. Paint here is too runny, and paint brushes here are not good

vii. Feedback – some thought price was high, 

B) Touch a Truck
· Giselle has all of Tiffany’s info and as soon as she hears from the Scotia Bank, she will let us know
C) Walking School Bus

· Kurt joined us, and has done some research on walking to school. He was in charge of safety patrol when he was in school and he would go to the corner by the Court House (student crossing guard) and allow kids to stop.
· There are lots of different walk to school programs, and he would like to see this happen at school as it helps with academics as well as behavior. 
· Walking school bus would involve a bit of training and then organize a pick up spot or spots, all kids meet there and walk/bike to school
· One problem with getting kids to school is the trust of going to work and letting students get themselves to school. We also have lots of roads with no sidewalks. 

· If students began walking at a younger age, then by the time they were in grade 4 or 5 they could be responsible enough to walk to school. 

· Currently there are only a handful of parents that walk students to school.

· Steps to make this happen

i. Promote in news letter

ii. Have competition between kids

iii. Have a promotional aspect/reward

iv. Organize a support system to allow it to happen

· Options

i. Wheeler Wednesdays

ii. Walk to school week

iii. Walk to school month 

· One idea is that older students (SJDA) began their walk from their house and pick up kids as they go. They could have many routes that meet towards one area as they walk. 

i. SJDA could have training during their ASP time frame and our grade fives could join in as VMES leaders
ii. SJDA could pair up with partners for safety concerns. 

iii. We could set a maximum number of walkers with each leader pair
iv. Leaders could be given leadership awards

v. For those who sign up, they could pick up kids on their way, and start small. Having parental phone numbers to ensure pick up happens. 
vi. Home and School could pay a small fair 

vii. On notice that goes out to parents, the benefits of exercise and being physically active need to be promoted. Or promote with another major event happening at school (concert, lit night etc). Parent teacher night if coming up, while they wait, we could have an info night set up. 

· Plan B – have a big bike rodeo

i. Bike Rodeo last year was by Conslovo Bikes (spelling?) and they did it as a promotion with prizes. 

D) School Technology Needs

· VMES has always had technology in the classrooms and they are so old now, that they are not fixable. Ipads seem to last longer and are more user friendly. We can get them for about $399. The District does not fund any technology at this point. 
· Lesley would like to put to the Home & School that we are going to be in need to assistance for technology in the future. We could do a three year plan to outfit each classroom. 

E) Action items 
· Lesley will contact David about having SJDA students involved in being Safety Patrol leaders for VMES
· Giselle will organize a booth for parent teacher night on Wellness, Walk to School, Screen Time, Healthy Eating
· Lesley will organize sign-up sheets for Giselle and PT nights

· Giselle will contact Conslovo Bikes about Bike Rodeo

i. May 2, 3, 4 or 9, 10, 11

· Lesley will ask staff what their preferences are for technology

· Giselle will check with Jenny about Paint-a-palooza and including Mary (End of April/Beginning of May)
· Lesley will check with Mary about Paint-a-palooza

· Lesley will get Goldrush cheque

· Lesley will get skating bill to Debra

· Debra will check out paint brushes, paint & canvas at Michaels
· Giselle will check a date for Katie and Jenny for next paint night

· Renata will email Kim Stubbs about where she purchases her paint
5. Future Discussion Items

a. Technology assistance 
6. Adjournment
