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Create a positive attitude to math.

Show your child that you think math is important,
Be confident that everyone can learn math.
Encourage your child to keep trying even when an
answer is difficult or slow to find.

Treat errors and misconceptions as opportunities to learn.
Celebrate successes!

Ask prompting
questions when
your child needs help.

- What do you already know to help
you solve the problem?
+ What have you done so far?
- Can you draw a picture to help
solve the problem?
« What words or directions do
you not understand?
+ Do you see any patterns?
» Does that make sense to you?
+ How do you know?
» If you don't know, how
can you find out?

Make math part of everyday life. ﬁ,

Estimate and count m<mqﬁ:£m_
Sing counting songs such as “One, TWO,

Buckle My Shoe” or “Ten Little Monkeys"

that
play card games and board games
5<w_<m counting, such as Snakes and Ladders.
Go on a number and shape hunt. Look for |
examples of numbers and .mrm_umm around the
house and in the community.
Look for repeating patterns in songs, dances,

Show an interest in your child's math studies.

Provide a space and materials to help your child at home.
Ask your child to share what he or she is learning in math class.
. Be an interested listener, accepting different ways to find solutions.
p, Ask your child to explain how he or she solves problems so you
i can ensure that he or she understands.

_ Keep in contact with your child’s teacher.

i ies. Talk about the patterns.
Www_m_ Mﬂﬂwﬁwﬁ:m for different geometric
mnﬂm:mww_.m and sort toys, books, and o%mr 3
things around the house. Use éoam suc _a
taller and shorter, heavier and lighter, holas

more and holds less.
Build structures using
toys.

boxes of construction

of Me and Other Stuff by Dr. Seuss
es to Hide in Boxes by Eve Sutton
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The Big Ideas for
Kindergarten Math

. Count forwards and backwards by 1s from 1 to 10 and from 10 to 1 starting at any number

3:4;5,6,7,8,9710 6,54321

- Recognize familiar arrangements of 1 to 5 objects
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. Understand that counting is more than saying numbers in a sequence
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Your child should begin counting at“1”and count each object only once.

After your child has counted the objects, ask him or her how many there are. Your child
should be able to tell you how many there are without counting the objects again.
Your child should also recognize that the number of objects does not change even if
they are counted starting with a different object in the group or if the objects

are rearranged.
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“There are 6 shapes.”
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“There are 6 shapes.”
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“There are 6 shapes.”

« Model and describe numbers up to 10
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- Repeating patterns: find, explain, copy, create and continue us
and actions
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symbol word

« Compare amounts up to 10

There are more dots
in the bottom row.

There are fewer
blocks in this stack.
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ing objects,

clap, stomp, clap, stomp, clap...
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. Compare and order two objects by matching, holding or filling
“This old pencil is shorter than my new pencil”
“This book is heavier than my hat.’
“This cup holds less than the bucket!

. Build and sort objects: describe the objects and explain the sorting rule

im® @0

Objects that roll Objects that do not roll




| took time to really get my
education and study
mathematics, and | think
math is the cat's meow.
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Every child can learn math. Regardless of w‘~h-a—'tJ _gajn !]n J g "a—‘ l] ?al nl *
your own abilities and interest in math, you G J ¢ G h I dl 9
can help your child to succeed in math. ‘ JJ!e Ygu—rr' x-—I| w "
The important thing is to welcome math ] i
into your child’s everyday life.

« Math is a way of thinking; it has often been called a language.
Just like learning a new language, learning math actually develops
thinking skills and parts of your child’s brain.
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In the world your child is entering, an
understanding of math will be essential
for success. Math has never been more
important than in today's competitive,
technological world. /

+  Math will enable your child to recognize patterns and relationships
and use this information to make better decisions and to solve
problems more creatively.

- Mastering math will build your child’s self-confidence and
ability to think flexibly.

Danica McKellar (American actress)

Solid math skills will open the door to a variety.
of career opportunities in the future.

What Your Child
is Learning as a Math Student

Your child is learning more than simply memorizing math facts and rules.
Your child is learning to:

- explore possibilities and to take risks in order to succeed.
make sense of math, and is developing an understanding of how it works.

make connections between everyday experiences and the skills and ideas
learned in math class.

share and explain his or her thinking by talking, writing and drawing.

use technology to explore and learn new ideas.

solve problems.
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think logically and critically. fmiclda



