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Sometimes a picture is not what it seems to be.




In this picture, a young boy looks out
upon a beautiful ocean. At first glance,
this is a peaceful image. But look more
closely and you will see that the boy
appears to be sad. Each day he sits alone,

watching the water.
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A young walrus happens to swim
nearby. He watches and wonders why
the boy is always alone and how he
could be sad when the ocean is so filled
‘with such different and interesting life.
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He asks his mother why the boy might be
unhappy. She does not know about people
children, but she does know about walrus
children, especially her own watchful son.

She suggests that he ask Grandfather who is
older and knows more of the world.
Grandfather, after all, has listened to many
stories over many long years.
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So the young walrus swims off happily to
find his grandfather — who pays full

attention to the problem, recognizing the
little walrus’s concern and his kind heart.

Grandfather considers the question
carefully.



He decides to give the little walrus an important
and unusual present — a special seashell that
carries the sound of the ocean, a shell that also
carries other voices. If the walrus child listens
very closely, he will be able to hear and better
understand the boy child.



And this is how the young walrus learns why
the boy is sad and lonely. He is left out
because he is quiet and does not play games.
With curly carrot-coloured hair, he even looks
different. He definitely does not fit in with the
others.

The people children all try to be like one
another, so they make fun of anyone who is
in any way different. And because they copy
one another’s behaviour, they all tease the
same child — without thinking too much
about what they are doing.
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Why do they do this? b5

‘Where ever do they learn to act like this?




The kind-hearted young walrus feels sorry for
the boy. He returns to Grandfather to tell him
about what he has seen and heard. Once
again, Grandfather listens carefully.

But this time even Grandfather does not know
what to do. He is old and wise enough,
however, to know that everyone helping is
often better than just one working alone.
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This is problem calling for many ideas and
suggestions — a problem calling for a
gathering of the sea creatures. At such a
gathering, any creature is allowed to speak
and all the others will listen — for any one of
them, great or small, may have a valuable
contribution to make.
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Grandfather considers it important for the
young walrus to befriend the boy child and
talk with him. Dolphin wisely suggests that
the walrus child watch the other children
and speak with them as well. Playful Otter
has the idea that the young walrus will need
a disguise in order to go to school.
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Now clever Raven is quick to offer his help.
This is just the job for him. Surely he can think
of a way to dress up the walrus child.

Immediately he sets off, flying about the
countryside, searching hither and yon, taking
what is necessary from here and there.



When Raven has collected all he needs, he is
ready to perform his trick. With a bit of magic
— and a bit of help from his friends — he stuffs
the young walrus into the people child
clothes.
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Now the young walrus is ready to go to
school. But what should he do once he gets
there? What should he say to the boy child?

A long discussion follows. At last the sea
creatures all agree on a plan and only then is
the walrus child ready to set off on his
mission.



When he arrives at the school, he first finds the
lonely boy and makes friends with him. Soon
he tells the boy all about the sea animals and
their ideas. He explains about teasing (which
often leads to bullying) and tells the boy what
the sea creatures think should be done. He
suggests the boy should walk away when
someone is making fun of him and try to
ignore the teasing.



The boy explains that this is what he has
been doing and this is why he is always
alone. Walrus says perhaps then he should
try talking with the people children — and if
that is too difficult, he must talk with
someone else.

It is most important that he tells someone
about his problems, or otherwise no one will
know that he needs help. He must seek help
from a teacher or another adult.



By now the other children notice the walrus
child speaking with the boy. They are
surprised that the boy has such an unusual
visitor. Drawn by curiosity, they gather closer
to see what is happening.



When they overhear what the walrus child is
saying, they are even more surprised — and for
the first time, they begin to think about their
own behaviour.

Their thoughts are interrupted when the bell
rings and they must return (very reluctantly) to
their classroom. The walrus child is left alone
to make his way back to the ocean and the sea
creatures who are waiting for him.
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The sea animals are very proud of the
young walrus child. They are proud of
him for paying attention and noticing
the boy child and then wanting to help.
They are pleased that he had the
courage to talk with the boy.

After cheers for the little walrus, another
discussion begins. Now the sea creatures
decide that the walrus child should
return one more time to the school with
one more important message for the
boy.



The very next morning the young walrus
cheerfully sets off once again. He soon
finds the boy and learns that he has talked
with his teacher — who did pay attention.
And the teacher talked with the children.
And there seems to have been some
change, for the boy is a bit happier.
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The little walrus delivers one last suggestion
from the sea creatures — the boy must try to
look inside himself for strength and courage
when he feels left out. After all, he has done
nothing wrong, nothing to deserve teasing. He
is a special child, as is every child. He has his
own talents to contribute.



And besides, how many children are
there who have a walrus for a friend?
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It is important that the boy also learn to
think for himself. Then one day he may
be able to help someone else who is
feeling left out.




And the walrus child has provided a
perfect example for the boy child to

follow.
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