Good afternoon, this is Bonnie Demmons, Principal of HMMS, with messages for back to school this week! We so look forward to seeing your children this week and a reminder that the schedule for staggered entry this week is as follows:
Only grade 6 students attend on Tuesday, (tomorrow), September 7th
Only grade 7 students attend on Wednesday, September 8th
Only grade 8 students attend on Thursday, September 9th
All students in all grade levels attend on Friday, September 10th. 
Our main doors open at 8:05 a.m. each morning.  Tuesday to Thursday this week, teachers will be out front with signs with the homeroom teacher’s last name so students can find their classes more easily.  Homeroom bell rings at 8:25 a.m. and so we would ask our students to arrive prior to that bell.  If students arrive after 8:25 a.m. they will need to sign in at the main office. 
No visitors are permitted at this time, and we encourage students not to call home for forgotten items. Students are not able to use the office phone to make calls for forgotten items as this ties up our phone lines.  If it is necessary for items to be dropped off, then we will have a container at the main door for you to place items in and you may buzz the office to let our admin assistant, Tracy Hickey, know who the items are for.  Items will then be retrieved from the container.
Students will need two clean masks daily this year as the students will wear masks as they move throughout the hallways and are in halls while at their lockers.  Students who travel on buses are required to always wear masks on the bus. Students will also need a water bottle while at school as the spouts on the water fountains remain shut off.  Our water bottle fillers are fully functioning and so please feel free to bring your own water bottle from home.
Student drop off area for the mornings and pick up in the afternoons is at the Rothesay Arena.  There was a wonderful drop off system established last year where families entered the parking area at the first entrance to the right, drive to the front of the arena by the main doors, and stopped there letting out the student to cross at the painted crosswalk to walk down the hill on the left-hand side and crossing at our painted crosswalk at the bottom of the hill.  Family members, once the student has been dropped off, can then turn left and exit from the main roadway. We appreciate your not dropping off students at the main doors of HMMS, as the area is very busy with our buses.  For pick-up, we would ask that you park in the Arena parking lot and wait for your student to walk up the hill using the new sidewalk and cross at the crosswalk where drop off took place.  Please be mindful of the students walking and buses as you exit from the Arena parking area. Please do not park along the roadway by the fence, as this affects the safety of students walking up the hill to the Arena and our buses. We greatly appreciate your assistance with this. Our school day ends at 3 p.m. and students are dismissed at that time.
If your child travels by bus, you can log into and receive updated notifications from Bus Planner. Home Page - BusPlanner Web (nbed.nb.ca)
Please update the Student Information Sheets that will be sent home with students on their first day of school and return them the next day if possible.  It is very important that all information is updated on these forms.  We so appreciate your assistance with this.
Our cafeteria is run by Chartwell’s and will open on Monday, September 13th.  Orders will only be taken online and I have included the menu and online ordering link for you to review prior to the 13th.  Please make sure that your child’s homeroom teacher is accurate for this school year, so they are sure to get their noon meal. School (cafzone.ca)
Student fees will be paid via School Cash Online and information about this will be sent home shortly.
If there are any family members interested in being a part of this year’s PSSC (Parent School Support committee), please feel free to reach out to me bonita.hayward-demmons@nbed.nb.ca  or you may reach out to Amanda Sherman, our PSSC Chair, at amandaesherman@gmail.com
School pictures will be taken by Photography Flewwelling on Monday, September 13th.
If there are any students who would like to be a part of our Renaissance Team this year to plan some fun activities for our school and make our days filled with positivity, please send me an email at bonita.hayward-demmons@nbed.nb.ca with the subject line “Renaissance Team” – thanks so much!
For further updates, we have a “HMMS Families” Facebook page supported by a parent and a Twitter account @HarryMillerMS
Thanks so much for taking the time to review these updates for school start up and we look forward to seeing your children this week! #BlueBearPride

