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Good evening, this is Bonnie Demmons, Principal of HMMS, with messages for the week of December 15th, the last week of school before the Christmas break. 
Please see the attached edition of the Harry Miller Happenings for this week (the last one of 2019), as well as a Countdown to Christmas 24 Frugal Family Activities sheet. 
Thank you to all students who shopped Santa’s Workshop last week!  It was very busy and we hope families enjoy the gifts students have purchased.  Once again, thank you to Julie Urquhart, the staff of HMMS, and the volunteers who made this workshop available for our students.  Students will have one last opportunity to shop for gifts during break and lunch tomorrow, Monday, December 16th. 
On Tuesday, December 17th, we will host 86 students in our cafeteria for a special celebration as they all had perfect attendance in term 1. We are very proud of them all, as they should also be of themselves! We will do this again for terms 2 and 3. The 86 students received an invitation on Friday afternoon to this lunch. Congratulations students!
The Bears Who Care are collecting specific Christmas dinner food items for families this holiday season.  Our hope is to have 18 dinners to donate to 18 families who could use the support. Each of our 18 homerooms are asked to donate the following:  potatoes, carrots, peas, corn, box of stuffing, box of cake mix, tub of frosting, and a can of cranberry sauce.  Donations will be collected Monday through Wednesday this week.  
The Bears Who Care "Owl" group will visit the Kingsway Care Center this week on Tuesday, December 17th from 6-7 pm. We are so happy that our students can spend time with residents before the Christmas break.  Thank you to the staff who continue to organize these wonderful opportunities.
As a reminder to families who received a letter from Public Health this fall regarding required information on children’s immunization records, we would ask that you contact Public Health if you have not yet provided this information or have any questions or concerns. Public Health are able to support you in answering your questions, concerns or scheduling immunizations for your children.  Thank you so much. 
Mrs. Throop is always looking for students to work the game clocks for our basketball home games and with basketball season upon us, there is a great need for scorekeepers each day. If any students are interested in being trained and doing this type of volunteer work, they can see Mrs. Throop or Mr. Bigney here at school, or please feel free to email them at Cheryl.throop@nbed.nb.ca or mark.bigney@nbed.nb.ca Thank you so much! 
With it being the last week before the holidays, it is very important for us to maintain our schedules and routines, as much as possible.  Academic work will be our focus this week as we know that this season can be a difficult time for many. It is very important to maintain these structures and we appreciate your assistance in ensuring that your children maintain their bed time routines and are well rested for the school days ahead this week.  Friday is a full day of school, and students return to classes on Tuesday, January 7th, 2020. 
You can see our daily announcements and athletic updates on our school website http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-S/1929/Pages/default.aspx and follow us on Twitter @HarryMillerMS
Thank you so much and we wish you all a wonderful Christmas break and holiday together with family and friends.  Take care and we wish you safe travels, whether you are near or far. 

