Be a successful reader.

Using reading strategies helps you
become a better reader. Develop a habit

of asking these kinds of questions as part
of your reading routine.

Before reading:

« What do | know about this kind of text

(poem, recipe, news article) that will
help me?

« What do | think this will be about?

+ What do | already know about this
topic?

During reading:

+ Were my predictions correct?

+ What do I visualize as | am reading?
« Arethere challenging parts where |
need to slow down or reread?

« (an | use context clues or other
strategies to figure out difficult words?

After reading:

« (an | summarize what | have read?
- What is the main idea (theme) of
what | read?

« Is this author trying to persuade me
of something?

« How does this text compare to other
things | have read or seen?

+ What did the author do to make this an
effective piece of writing (first-rate

word choice, strong voice, interesting
use of font, etc.)?
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By the end
of Grade 6, your
child should be able
to read and understand
texts similar to the one on
the right. Texts can cover a
range of topics that often go
beyond personal experience. Pop
culture and growing independence are
examples of topics that appeal to pre-
adolescents. While you should continue to be
aware of what your child is choosing to read, your

maturing child may enjoy books that challenge your
idea of what is suitable.
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The language in reading material is more challenging,
with more advanced vocabulary, longer and more complex
sentences and more figurative language (similes, metaphors).
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In fiction, there are many lines of print on a page and few or no
illustrations. Plots are more complex (subplots, multiple story lines,

unexpected twists). Main characters may be more unpredictable,
with shades of good and bad.

Information texts, such as Toxic Territory, often contain equal
amounts of print and illustrations. Additional information is
contained in such features as subheadings and captions.
Sections of the text (air pollution, water pollution)
~ break down larger topics (environmental toxins).

Contact Us -

The Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development is co

itted to your child's reading and writing
success. If you have any q%uons about your child'

_ %s or about how
you can be an active part of his or her learning, contact your child’s teacher or the
provincial literacy team at 506-453-2812. :

www.gnb.ca/education



