Bessborough School PSSC Meeting Minutes
Tuesday January 13, 2015,  6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Bessborough School Legacy Center
In attendance: Nick Mattatall – Principal, Kevin Williams – Vice Principal, Dale Hughes – Acting Chair, Jaime McKee, Janice McNally, Karen Bouchard, Lisa MacDougall, Lori Cripps, Maeve Murphy, Sue Roy-Elias
Absent: Christa Gillis, Diane St. Pierre, Janel Willigar, Kelley Disaverio, Martha McWilliam, Rebecca Jones.
1. Approval of December 16th Meeting Minutes: Approved by Lori, seconded by Lisa.
2. Next Meeting Date: February 24, 2015.

 
3. Removal of Committee Member:  Rebecca Jones will be removed as a PSSC member as she has not been in attendance for the first 3 meetings this year and attempts at communication with her have failed.  Motion by Dale Hughes, seconded by Maeve Murphy.  Motion carried.
4. School Building - Mid Life Upgrade:  Janice attempted to contact Aubrey Kirkpatrick to discuss continued support for a mid life upgrade for the Bessborough School building, following the Provincial Government budget discussions in December.  Her call was not returned.  This support had been expressed at an earlier meeting with Mr. Kirkpatrick, Nick, Jamie and Janice.   An upgrade of this nature could include new bathrooms, windows, better building security, water sprinklers, new flooring, new lighting.
It was also noted that Public Works and Government Services Canada recently released property assessment values on a number of the Acadia Park buildings to be disposed of, but the Military Family Resource Center that borders our school was not included in the list of properties.  
Action:  Nick to invite Mr. Kirkpatrick to the next PSSC meeting to discuss the District’s support for building upgrades, and what those upgrades would provide. 
Action:  Janice to inquire with Federal Government representative Kelly Bush of PWGS (Public Works and Government Services) regarding the disposal of the Military Resource Center that borders the Bessborough School property.
5. Review of Smart Goals:  Teachers are using the new system to input goals, actions, status etc.  Documentation of the data input into this system was not provided to members prior to the meeting as was requested.  Nick presented the online version of what was available at the time of the meeting.
Action: Nick committed to sending the reports to members within the week.
Nick advised that school resources were being used to improve results in Grade 5 math and K-1 literacy skills, and Grade 1 numeracy skills. Nick noted that the District is very familiar with our struggling students.  Nick will request a Literacy Support Teacher, for two consecutive blocks in 2015/2016, prior to April 2015.  An additional letter of request will be submitted on behalf of our committee.  
Action:  Nick will request a Literacy Support Teacher, for two consecutive blocks in 2015/2016, prior to April 2015.

Action:  Lori Cripps to draft this letter of request on behalf of our group and present to our committee at our next meeting.

6. ELF program – the Early Literacy Friends program will be coming to Bessborough School soon, with hopes that a 10 week block can be completed prior to year’s end.  One volunteer has been trained, and one more has signed up for training.  Seven students in Grade 2 have been identified for the program.  The ELF program continues to advertise the training dates, and it is hoped that more volunteers will be secured.  
Action:  Dale and Maeve to contact churches and request that promotional material be placed in bulletins, as a means to seek volunteers.  Janice to contact ELF regarding appropriate promotional material.  Lori to deliver promotional material to Probus Club.   Sue will promote the program to Rogers.
7. Grade 9 English Assessments: Dale spoke with the principal of Bernice McNaughton High School regarding the Ontario Comprehension Assessment (OCA) that is used with Grade 9 students at the beginning of the year.  The school is willing to share results/information with Bessborough School in an effort to highlight areas to work on in the earlier grades, to better prepare students for the requirements in high school. 
Action:  Kevin Williams to ask Jody Rayworth and Kim Roberts (grade 8 English teachers) to contact the Department Head at BMHS regarding this.
8. Spending of the PSSC Budget.  Nick indicated that it is time to decide how we are going to spend our PSSC budget.  Janice suggested that it go toward promotion of the ELF program.  Motion by Janice, seconded by Jaime.  Motion carried.
Action: Janice to determine cost and materials and present at the next meeting.
9. Tell Them From Me Survey.  Janice reminded members to review these surveys (that were distributed at the October meeting) for our next meeting.
Action:  Members to review handouts and prepare to discuss during February meeting.

10. Motion to Close: Sue, seconded by Dale at 8:30 pm.
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